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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, XF 

SUBJECT: ARAB LEAGUE SETTLES ON MOGADISCIO FOR SUMMIT 

1. LOCAL PRESS REPORTS APRIL 25 DECISION TAKEN BY ARAB LEAGUE 
POLITICAL COMMITTEE APRIL 24 TO HOLD EIGHTH ARAB SUMMIT IN 
MOGADISCIO ON JUNE 28. FOREIGN MINISTERS' CONFERENCE WILT. 
REPORTEDLY CONVENE JUNE 24 TO SET AGENDA. 
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2. COMMENT: DEBATE ON WHETHER SUMMIT WAS TO BE HELD IN 
MOGADISCIO OR CAIRO CONTINUED UNTIL LATE EVENING OF APRIL 24. 

SAUDI CHARGE TOLD EMBOFF BEFORE FINAL DECISION MADE THAT HE 
UNDERSTOOD ONLY KUWAITIS AND ALGERIANS WERE PUSHING WITH 
SOMALIA FOR SUMMIT IN MOGADISCIO. WE HAVE SO FAR BEEN 
UNABLE TO REACH OUR ARAB LEAGUE CONTACTS TO LEARN WHAT FACTORS 
TURNED TIDE AT LAST MINUTE IN FAVOR OF MOGADISCIO. SAUDIS 
AND OTHERS CERTAINLY BELIEVED RIGHT UP TO THE END THAT COMMITTEE 
WOULD DECIDED ON CAIRO. SO DID FONMIN FAHMY AS LATE AS 
YESTERDAY AFTERNOON. 
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